256                                                INDIA.

steep ghaut, are the only outlets to the valley. The outer line of works, which
has a circumference of more than twenty miles, and the second of about ten,
consist of thick walls built of cemented granite, with battlements and forts.
The whole of these fortifications centre in the magnificent citadel of Nahrgurh,
which covers an immense plateau, and defends at the same time both Ambir and
Jeypore.

A month is scarcely sufficient to explore all the remarkable features of the
valley and of the neighbourhood. The plains which lie beyond the eastern gate
are studded with beautiful temples, several ancient palaces, and some very
interesting tombs of the first rajahs of Ambir. To the sportsman these plains
offer the additional attraction of a great variety of game, from the antelope to
the panther and royal tiger.

By the beginning of September we had returned to the bungalow of Jeypore,
and two or three days after we again set out on our march, this time towards
the west, with the intention of visiting the great salt lake of Sambher, situated
about sixty miles from the town of that name, in the centre of the desert of
Marosthan. In order partially to avoid the wearisome plains of sand which
stretch from Jeypore to this lake, we again took the road from Ajmere, only
leaving it after Bugrore; when we accomplished, in two days, a march of forty
miles through a frightful country, where nothing was to be seen but a monotonous
horizon of sand-hills, with here and there a miserable hamlet. While encamped
on the banks of the little river Bandi, a day's march from Sambher, we were
invaded by an army of locusts, who had abandoned their sterile country to carry
devastation into the rich plains of the Jumna and Ganges. In the morning they
appeared on the horizon like a thick cloud, and towards mid-day they fell on all
sides of us with a noise resembling that produced by hail The sky was quite
obscured while this shower lasted, after which the sun reappeared, and wu found
that the ground was covered, to a distance of several miles, with a thick layer
of these insects. In a few minutes our tent was besieged; we had to attack
them in self-defence. At about four o'clock the locusts again took flight, and,
rising in a mass several hundred feet above the ground, continued their course to
the east I examined some of these locusts, and they did not appear to me to
differ much from those which ravage Eastern Europe and the north of Africa.
Their body measures nearly three inches, and is of a beautiful rose colour; and
their wings are long, transparent, and spotted with brown. These swarms of
locusts are very frequent in these parts, and are much dreaded by the cultivators
of the soil If they alight in a field when the grain is just shooting, the crop is
completely destroyed. The natives endeavour to scare them away by making a
great noise and smoking tliem, but I do not know with what, success. The
flights of locusts are always followed by great numbers of crows and other birds
of prey, which destroy large quantities of them.

The salt lake of Sambher is an immense sheet of water, about fifty miles *
in circumference, situated on the frontier of the states of Jeypore and Joudpore,
forty miles north of Ajmere. The waters of this lake produce, by simple
evaporation, a very pure salt, which constitutes a highly important item in the
revenue of the two rajahs who share the lake, Sambher, the town in Jeypore,
lies to the south-east of the lake, and Maroat in Joudpore to the north-west, at

* Botteau's Map of Northern Kajwara,